The Global Town Teach-In: Building a New Economy and New Wealth through
Democracy Networks, Green Jobs and Planning and an Alternative Financial System

Time and Day: April 25, 2012, 12 Noon Eastern Standard Webpage: www.globalteachin.com

Goals

The Global Teach-In is designed to address the general problems associated with the Triple Crisis
and the need to address alternative security policies. The “triple crisis” can be defined by: economics
(inequality, deindustrialization, mass unemployment, or the privatization and “de-democratization” of
public goods), the environment (pollution, increased greenhouse gas emissions, and depletion of species)
and reliance on unsustainable energy supplies (diminished stocks of cheap oil, use of oil in hard to get or
insecure areas, and substitution of land used to grow food to supply alternative fuels). The need for
alternative security policies involves the need to transcend costly “hard power” and traditional military
strategies in an era in which growing debt, ecological threats, the opportunity costs of military spending
and the rise of asymmetric warfare reveal the limits to the traditional national security model.

Policies and Alternative Institutions

The Global Teach-In will discuss policy and institutional solutions at the global, national and
local levels. First, we will discuss how a Green New Deal would expand jobs, investments and research
in alternative energy and mass transportation. These will provide a means for reducing carbon emissions,
creating new sources of wealth and increasing living standards. Second, we will examine how Green
planning can lead to the creation of metropolitan regions where residential and labor markets are more
proximate, where housing is sustainable and affordable, where products are designed to be durable and
recyclable, and where designs generally reflect user interests and needs. Third, we will examine a variety
of ways in which alternative economic institutions have been developed that serve to promote locally
anchored and sustainable communities (in terms of ecological impacts and the durability of employment).
These ways include institutions and policies such as: cooperatives, community and socially minded
banks, sustainable utilities, buy local and green procurement policies, electoral measures mandating clean
energy, campaigns to patronize alternative economic institutions, green civilian conversion of defense and
petroleum-dependent firms, and more equitable taxation and alternative budgetary policies.

Constituencies

The Global Teach-In has been supported by academic, professional, media, labor, peace and
environmental organizations and individuals associated with these. We aim to promote a broad coalition
among such groups and political leaders, entrepreneurs, trade unions and interest citizens to foster a
dialogue about the need for a new, comprehensive global agenda that can be initiated through a series of
related local actions. We will showcase “best practices” and barriers to extending alternative models.

Format and Ambitions

The Global Teach-In will promote local study and action circles prior to the broadcast to facilitate
an agenda for questions to guide discussions. The broadcast will last about three hours and include
locality-to-locality discussions in the Europe, the United States and elsewhere. The April 25", 2012
broadcast will be followed by discussions within localities about how to address the agenda proposed by
the teach-in. The Global Teach-In will promote links and synergies between diverse constituencies and
projects to help each locality achieve its objectives. For example, money moved into community banks
can fund cooperatives and green technology projects. Alternative utilities and energy can help power new
mass transit systems. Electoral measures to mandate alternative or clean energy can build green markets.



